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ULVERSTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1959 

Town  Hall, 
ULVERSTON# 
July,  I960, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ulverston  Rural  District  Council# 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1959* 

GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  acres  127*448 

Population  -  Census,  1951  17*248 

-  Registrar  General's  Estimate  of 

home  population,  mid  1959  15*950 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  5*695 

Rateable  Value  £143*217 

Amount  Produced  by  a  Penny  Rate  £524*7*8 


The  district  is  entirely  rural  in  character,  the  northern  portion  being 
typical  lakeland  country  with  lakes  and  fells  merging  into  the  more  southern 
portion  which  extends  to  the  coast  and  forms  part  of  the  northern  shores  of 
Morecambe  Bay#  Two  lakes,  Coniston  and  Esthwaite,  as  well  as  two-thirds  of 
the  shores  of  Lake  Windermere  are  wholly  contained  in  the  district# 

The  principal  industry  is  agriculture,  withthe  hotel  and  catering  industry 
playing  a  prominent  part  during  the  summer  season, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  principal  vital  statistics  for  1959  and  for  the  preceding  five  years 
are  given  on  page  two. 

Of  the  182  births  registered  98  were  males,  of  which  &  were  illegitimate 
and  84  were  females,  all  legitimate# 

Approximately  73%  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  over 
and  the  main  causes  of  death  were:-  Heart  disease  91*  Vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  44  and  Malignant  growths  36,  Of  the  91  deaths  from  heart  diseases, 
44  were  due  to  Coronary  Artery  disease. 
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Deaths  !  Maternal  j  Infant  Mortality 

Live  Births.  j  (all  causes)  ,  Stillbirths.  I  Mortality.  i  Total.  Neo-Natal. 
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Adjusted  live  hirth  rate  (comparability  factor,  1.13)  =  12.9  per 
Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability  factor,  0.89)  =  12.8  per  1,00 


The  table  below  shows  comparisons  between  birth  and  death  rates  in  England 
and  Wales  and  this  District. 


The  rates  quoted  are  for  1 ,000  population  in  all  cases. 


I 

England  &  Wales. 

| 

Ulverston  Rural  District.  ; 

j 

\ 

Birth 

Death 

Birth 

Death 

Year. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate. 

1939 

16.5 

11.6 

12.9 

12.8 

1958 

16.4 

11.7 

14.6 

13.6 

1957 

167T- ' 

11.5 

14.5 

11.4 

1956 

15.6 

11.7 

14.1 

13.7 

j  1933 

15.0 

11.7 

14.2 

10.6 

i 

STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:-  J.L.  WILD.  M.A. ,  M.B.,  B.Chir, ,  M.R.C.S. , 

L.R.C.P. ,  D.P.H. 

Other  Appointments  Held:-  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 

Dalton- in-Furness  Urban  District, 
Grange-over-Sands  Urban  District, 
Ulverston  Urban  District. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  - 

Health  Division  No.  Is. 

Lancashire  County  Council. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector:-  H.C.  CLAPDON ,  Certificate  -  Royal  Sanitary 

Institute.  Certificate  of 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  - 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Public  Health  Inspector:-  D.M.  PICKLES,  Certificate  -  Royal  Sanitary 

Institute.  Certificate  Royal 
Society  of  Health  -  Meadb  and 
Other  Foods. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY, 

The  townships  to  the  west  and  south  of  Ulverston  derive  their  water  supplies 
from  the  Barrow  undertaking  and  those  adjacent  to  Grange  from  the  Grange  undertaking. 
The  water  in  both  cases  is  treated  before  going  into  supply.  In  the  remainder  of 
the  district  water  is  obtained  either  from  public  supplies  owned  by  the  Rural  District 
Council  or  from  private  sources.  The  public  supplies  at  Brought  on-  in-Furness, 
Coniston,  Torver,  Egton,  Hawkshead  and  Kirkby  are  chlorinated,  but  the  remaining 
townships  are  supplied  with  untreated  water. 

With  the  opening  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston  in  April,  1959  it 
has  been  possible  to  submit  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
regular  monthly  intervals.  The  results  have  been  largely  unsatisfactory,  55  samples 
of  water  from  untreated  supplies  were  submitted  of  which  45  were  unsatisfactory,  and 
58  samples  of  treated  water  were  submitted  of  which  33  proved  unsatisfactory.  The 
source  of  contamination  was  eliminated  where  possible  and  in  the  case  of  treated 
supplies  adjustments  were  made  to  the  chlorinating  plants  but  with  small  supplies 
such  as  these,  where  the  level  of  contamination  varies,  almost  daily,  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  maintain  a  chlorine  dosage  which  will  destroy  the  bacteria  without 
producing  a  distasteful  water. 

Two  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies  both  of  which  proved  unsatisfactory, 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  details  in  the  following 
pages  regarding  Water  Supplies  to  Houses,  also  for  the  particulars  about  Drainage 
and  Sewerage, 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  from  premises  where  dustbins 
are  provided  and  a  five  or  six  weekly  collection  is  made  from  ashpits  and  privy 
middens,  (except  the  majority  of  farms).  Disposal  is  to  nine  semi-controlled  tips 
in  various  parts  of  the  district. 
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Water  Supplies  to  Houses. 


No.  of  houses  newly  From  Public  Mains, 
connected  to  public 


mains  supply  during 
1959. 

Direct  to 
Houses. 

No.  of  No,  of 

By  means  of 
Standpipes. 

No.  of  No.  of 

From  Private 
Supplies.  Wells, 
etc. 

No,  of  No.  of 

Existing 

New 

dwelling 

popul- 

dwelling 

popul- 

dwelling  popul- 

TOWNSHIP. 

houses. 

houses. 

houses. 

at  ion. 

houses. 

at  ion. 

houses. 

at  ion. 

Aldingham 

Allithwaite 

- 

2 

294 

988 

- 

- 

4 

16 

Lower 

Allithwaite 

2 

499 

137s 

42 

164 

Upper 

- 

- 

228 

762 

— 

- 

10 

36 

Angerton 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

21 

Blawith 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

38 

118 

Broughton  East 

- 

- 

28 

106 

- 

- 

25 

97 

Broughton  West 

- 

- 

276 

847 

- 

- 

39 

137 

Cartmel  Fell 

- 

- 

21 

68 

- 

- 

99 

268 

Claife 

- 

- 

146 

392 

- 

- 

30 

115 

Colton 

3 

2 

109 

407 

- 

- 

225 

682 

Coniston 

1 

1 

310 

960 

1 

4 

42 

162 

Dunnerdale 

Egton  with 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

61 

180 

Newland 

1 

1 

141 

368 

- 

- 

161 

543 

Haverthwaite 

- 

- 

222 

650 

4 

7 

54 

205 

Holker  Lower 

- 

mm 

435 

1400 

- 

- 

46 

183 

Kirkby 

- 

- 

418 

1239 

mm 

- 

31 

115 

Hawkshead 

6 

- 

220 

594 

“ 

- 

10 

48 

Lowick 

- 

- 

34 

115 

- 

- 

44 

157 

Mansriggs 

- 

- 

1 

5 

- 

- 

10 

40 

Osmotherley 

- 

- 

45 

112 

- 

- 

47 

158 

Pennington 

- 

2 

397 

1247 

- 

8  33 

Private  main 

S  at t  ert hwait  e 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

106 

312 

Skelwith 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

93 

258 

Stave ley 

- 

- 

102 

2  66 

- 

- 

34 

110 

Subb  ert  hwait  e 

- 

- 

9 

30 

- 

- 

15 

47 

Torver 

- 

- 

21 

75 

- 

- 

40 

121 

Urswick 

— 

2 

383 
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1160 

1 

3 

5 

19 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Particulars  of  existing  methods  of  disposal  of  sewage  in  the  various  townships 
of  the  Rural  District  are  given  in  the  table  below. 

Township.  Village.  Method  of  Disposal. 


Aldingham 


Allithwa.it e  Lower 


Allithwaite  Upper 


Broughton  East 
Broughton  West 


Leece 

Gleaston 

Scales 

Baycliffe 

Newbiggin 


Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks 
and  filters. 

Sewage  tank. 

Two  sewage  tanks  with  overflow  to 
land. 

Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  sea. 
Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  stream. 


Allithwaite 
Cart  me  1 


Lindale 

Newton 


Sewa.ge  disposal  works  with  tanks  and 
filters,  outfall  to  sea. 

Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks  and 
filters,  outfall  to  River  Eea, 

Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks  and 
filters,  outfall  to  River  Winster. 
Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks  and 
filters,  outfa.ll  to  stream. 


Field  Broughton  Sewage  tank, 

Broughton- in- 

Furness  Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  tidal 

waters  of  River  Duddon. 

Foxfield  Tidal  waters  of  the  River  Duddon, 


Claife 


Colton 


Coniston 


Near  Sawrey  Sewage  tanks. 

Far  Sawrey  Two  sewage  tanks  with  overflow  to 

stream. 

Colthouse  sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  stream. 


Bouth  Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  stream. 

Oxenpark  Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  land. 


Coniston 


Five  large  sewage  tanks  with  over¬ 
flow  to  stream. 


Egton 


Greenodd  Tidal  waters  of  Morecambe  Bay, 

Pennybridge  Sewage  tank, 

Sparkbridge  Sewage  disposal  works,  with  outfall 

to  river. 


Havert  hwait  e 


Hawkshead 


Holker  Lower 


Havert  hwait  e 
Backb  arrow 


Hawkshead 
Out gate 

Hannakin 

Cark 

Ravens town 
Flookburgh 


Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  river. 
Sewage  tank  with  overflow  to  river. 
Sewage  disposal  works  at  Finsthwaite 
Lane. 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  stream. 
Two  sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to 
land  and  stream. 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  land. 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  sea. 
Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks 
and  filters. 

Pumping  plant  discharging  sewage  to 
enlarged  works  at  Ravens  town,  outfall 
to  stream. 
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Township, 

Village. 

Method  of  Disposal, 

Kirkby  Ire  let  h 

Sandside 

Chappies 

Soutergate 

Beckside 

Marshs ide 

Tidal  water  of  River  Duddon. 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  stream. 
Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  sea. 
Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  sea. 
Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  tidal 
waters. 

Lowick 

Lowick  Green 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall,  to  River 
Crake. 

Osmotherley 

Beehive 

Three  Bridges 

Tank  with  outfall  to  stream. 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  stream. 

Pennington 

Swart  hmoor 

Trinkeld 

Loppergarth 

Cross-a-Moor 

Outfall  works  of  Ulverston  Urban 
District  Council. 

Outfall  works  of  Ulverston  Urban 
District  Council. 

Sewage  disposal  works  with  tanks 
and  filters,  outfall  to  stream. 
Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  land. 

Satt  erthwait  e 

Satterthwaite 

Private  sewer  to  works  with  outfall 
to  stream. 

Stave ley 

Stave ley 

Private  sewer  to  tank  with  outfall 
to  stream. 

Torver 

Torver 

Sewage  tank  with  outfall  to  stream. 

Urswick 

Great  Urswick 
Little  Urswick 

S taint on 

Bardsea 

Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  tarn. 
Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  tarn. 
Sewage  tanks  with  outfa.ll  to  land. 
Sewage  tanks  with  outfall  to  sea. 
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HOUSING. 


During  the  year  no  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council  but  12  were  erected  by 
private  builders. 

1 •  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 


(1) 

(a) 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  formally  or  informally 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

683 

GO 

No.  of  inspections  formal  or  informal  made  for  the  purpose 

1194 

(2) 

Dwelling  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit: 

(a) 

No.  found  during  year 

8 

GO 

Estimated  No,  existing  at  end  of  year 

116 

(3) 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  during  the  year  to  be  not  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  but 
capable  of  being  rendered  fit. 

69 

2.  Houses  Demolished. 

— 

Houses 

Demolished 

Displaced  during  year. 

In  Clearance  Areas: 

Houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

As  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Section  17(l),  Housing  Act, 

1957 

Persons 

Families 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

3*  Unfit  Houses  Closed. 


Nil 


4.  Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects 

were  Remedied.  By 

Owner. 

After  Informal  action  by  local  authority  15 


By  Local 
Authority. 


5.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957):- 


Position  at  end  of  year: 

(1)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation  under 
Sections  48,17  (2)  and  46 

(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation  under 
Sections  34  or  53 


T 


No.  of 
Houses. 

I 

I 

I 


Nil 


6,  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  Purchased  by  Agreement, 


Nil 
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Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing  (Financial 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  or 

Provisions)  Act,  1958.  Improvement  Grants 

No,  of 

other  buildings 

etc. 

Schemes, 

affected. 

Action  during  the  year: 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 

Local  Authority 

46 

52 

(b)  Approved  by  Local  Authority 

46 

52 

(c)  Submitted  by  Local  Authority  to 

Ministry 

- 

- 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

- 

- 

(e)  Work  completed 

38 

38 

(f)  Additional  separate  dwellings 

included  in  (e)  above 

4 

4 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959 

No.  of 

No.  of  dwellings  or  other 

Standard  Grants. 

Action  during  the  year: 

Schemes. 

buildings  affected. 

)  Submitted  to  Local  Authority 

5 

5 

)  Approved  by  Local  Authority 

5 

5 

(0) 

►  Work  completed 

- 

- 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  including  inspections  made 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors* 


-- —  - - — 

Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 
Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,2,3,4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

32 

12 

Nil 

! 

Nil 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

56 

- 

Nil 

| 

i 

Nil 

1 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers 
premises) , 

2 

1 

Nil 

' 

i 

1 

Nil 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
which  occurred  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  five  years  1954-1 958 »  compared  with 
the  number  in  1959* 


1 

Disease 

Number  of  cases  in  year 

1  1 959  i 

Number  Removed 

1.954 

L 

1955 

1956  1957  i  1958 

.  *  1 

of  to 

'  Cases.  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  fever 

15  |  6 

: 

| 

- — r~ 

”  ! 

11 

1 

0  i  0 

Measles 

171 

199 

20 

398  i 

ua  j 

CO 

■  1 

0  ;  0 

_  .  i 

Whooping  cough 

33 

4 

5 

28 

i 

43  | 

0 

0 

r 

0 

Meningococcal 

infection 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0  1 

° 

0 

0 

1 

Puerperal  fever 
and  pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

0 

r 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0  1 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

1 

0 

3 

t 

5 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1  1 

* 

2 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

0 

56 

1 

2 

i 

4  ! 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

3 

2 

1 

0 

! 

0 

0 

0 

Pood  Poisoning 

1 

0 

11  !  9 

22 

,  „  L 

2 

2 

1  i 

1 

TOTALS 

230 

275 

62  I  64 

1 

f_ 

484  I 

105 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Of  the  85  cases  of  measles,  49  were  notified  during  the  2nd  quarter  of  the  year* 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Only  four  ne?/  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year* 
There  were  no  cases  of  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis  notified  and  no  deaths  from  either 
type  of  the  disease. 


The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
in  Ulverston  Rural  District  residents  during  the  past  12  years. 


I 

- - 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

I 

Years. 

1 

Respiratory, 

M  F 

Non-Re  spiratory . 

M  P 

Respiratory. 

M  P 

Non-Re  spir  at  ory . 

M  P 

1948 

9 

10 

5 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1949 

11 

6 

5 

6 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1950 

9 

4 

5 

3 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1951 

12 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

H952 

8 

4 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1953 

6 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

1954 

8 

5 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1955 

1 

5 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0  ! 

1956 

3 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1957 

2 

5 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1958 

3 

5 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1959 

J - 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  new  cases  of  both  varieties  of  tuberculosis 
will  be  noted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Details  regarding  the  inspection  of  food.,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  and 
places  where  food  is  prepared  are  given  in  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  Report. 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year,  causing  death  in  one. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1949  &  1951* 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


In  conclusion  it  is  ray  pleasure  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Rural  District  Council,  particularly  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  for  their  unfailing  oourtesy  and  help. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Public  He rJLth  •  Inspector  is  appended. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.L,  TOLD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER, 

1959. 

I  beg  to  submit  the  report  for  the  year  1959  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  Department. 

It  is  with  considerable  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  report  upon  the  activities 
of  the  year.  The  staffing  difficulty  to  which  I  referred  last  year  was  resolved  by 
the  appointment  in  March  of  Mr.  D.M.  Pickles  as  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  this  has  brought  about  a  great  improvement ,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  routine 
inspections.  Much  of  this  work  is  of  an  unspectacular  nature,  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  it  is  most  necessary  in  ensuring  that  Public  Health  standards  are 
kept  at  the  highest  possible  level. 

Summary  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Acts,  1936  Section  92  250 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  Section  269.  (Caravans)  113 
Housing  Acts,  1957  222 
Rent  Act,  1957  10 
Housing  Applications  88 
Catering  Establishments  138 
Pood  Preparing  Premises  (including  shrimp  pickers  dwellings)  306 
Ice  Cream  Premises  17 
Milk  and  Dairies  52 
Hawkers  7 
Slaughterhouses  492 
Factories  Act,  1937  20 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956  5 
Waste  Poods  Order  14 
Water  Supplies  163 
Shops  Act  1950  3 
Schools  40 
Refuse  Disposal  4 
Infectious  Disease  13 
Rodent  Control  (including  visits  by  Rodent  Operator)  1799 
Miscellaneous  1 76 


Total  number  of  inspections  3 >932. 


HOUSINC. 

Under  this  heading  I  refer  to  the  action  taken  by  the  Council  to  secure  the 
demolition  or  reconditioning  of  unfit  dwellings,  either  by  Clearance  Area  procedure 
or  by  the  use  of  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  in  the  case  of  individual  unfit 
houses. 

During  the  year  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  respect  of  9  dwellings  and 
associated  outbuildings  at  Mill  Yard,  Cark-in-Cartmel  and  a  Clearance  Order 
concerning  4  dwellings  at  Sunny  Terrace,  Lindale-in-Cartmel,  were  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  erection 
of  new  houses  at  Flookburgh  to  rehouse  some  of  the  tenants  of  Mill  Yard,  prior  to 
redevelopment  at  the  latter  had  been  commenced. 

A  total  of  7  unfit  dwellings  were  demolished,  3  of  these  in  pre-war  clearance 
areas  and  4  as  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  it  appeared  that  there  remained  1 1 6  houses  in  the  area 
which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  -  11  being  in  clearance  areas  confirmed  in 
1937  and  still  occupied  under  licence,  51  in  proposed  clearance  areas  and  the 
remaining  54  suitable  for  individual  action. 
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KENT  ACT,  1957. 


During  the  year  4  applications  were  received  for  the  issue  of  Certificates 
of  Disrepair,  1  only  being  issued.  Undertakings  received  from  landlords  in  the 
remaining  3  oases  made  the  actual  granting  of  Certificates  unnecessary, 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 


In  April  systematic  monthly  sampling  of  the  Council’s  water  supplies  was 
commenced  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  comprehensive  picture  over  a  period  of  a  year. 

The  samples  v/ere  transported  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston,  arrangements 
being  made  with  the  adjoining  local  authorities  at  Ulverston,  Dalton  and  Grange  to 
synchronise  the  work  of  sampling  on  one  da.y,  thus  reducing  transport  costs. 

Apart  from  bulk  purchase  of  water  from  Ulverston  U.D.C. ,  and  Grange  U.D.C. ,  there 
are  14  separate  public  sources  supplying  water  to  the-  area,  6  being  subjected  to 
chlorination  treatment.  In  the  case  of  the  latter  it  was  clean  that  chlorination  was 
often  incomplete  and  this  upheld  the  view  that  it  is  almost  impracticable  to  treat 
small  supplies  which  are  so  scattered  in  the  district  as  to  preclude  daily  residual 
chlorine  tests.  Pollution  of  the  8  untreated  supplies  varied  considerably,  being 
heaviest  in  the  High  Brow  Edge  Supply  which  serves  only  7  properties.  At  the  other 
end  of  the  scale,  the  Bortree  Tam  supply  seldom  failed  to  yield  a  satisfactory  result. 
The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  figures  available  is  that  the  present  arrangement 
whereby  the  population  is  served  with  water  from  so  many  small  supplies  is  quite 
unsatisfactory,  and  that  a  comprehensive  scheme  to  make  use  of  only  three  or  four  large 
sources  should  be  envisaged.  This  could  only  be  brought  about  at  a  very  high  cost, 
but  nevertheless  it  is  the  only  long  term  solution. 


Results  of  Bacteriological  Examination. 


No,  of  samples 

taken. 

No.  Satisfactory, 

No.  Unsatisfactory, 

Raw  water 

55 

10 

45 

Chlorinated 

water 

58 

25 

33 

Although  there  are  still  over  1,300  properties  served  by  private  supplies,  the 
progress  made  in  recent  years  in  extending  public  water  mains  can  be  viewed  with 
some  satisfaction.  In  a  great  many  instances  the  private  supplies  are  quite  sa.tisfa.ctay 
and  the  provision  of  water  from  a  Council  main  would  not  be  welcomed  by  the  property 
owners  concerned.  There  are  some  areas  however  where  sooner  or  later  there  will  be  a 
demand  for  a  public  supply,  notably  the  properties  bordering  the  Newby  Bridge  - 
Bowness  Road  where  the  private  supplies  are  inclined  to  fail  in  conditions  of  drought. 

Advice  on  many  a.spects  of  private  supplies  has  been  sought  frequently  and  when¬ 
ever  practicable,  bacteriological  sampling  has  been  carried  out  free  of  charge, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  although  several  schemes  for  the  provision  of 
public  sewers  are  envisaged,  no  works  of  this  nature  were  commenced  in  1 959 •  It  will 
be  recalled  that  in  1957  the  Council  agreed  to  the  suggestion  put  forward  in  a  report 
by  the  Surveyor  that  one  major  scheme  of  sewage  disposal  should  be  carried  out  in  a 
five  year  period.  Whilst  it  is  quite  probable  that  a  scheme  will  in  fact  be  completed 
within  that  time,  the  prospects  of  carrying  out  all  the  public  sewage  disposal 
requirements  within  a  lifetime  are  indeed  bleak.  This,  in  an  age  when  so  much  money 
is  being  expended  on  space  exploration  and  other  dreams  of  debatable  value,  is,  I 
think,  a  sorry  thought.  Despite  the  slow  progress  being  made  by  the  Council  in  this 
matter,  many  of  the  property  owners  who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  live  in  unsewered 
areas  are  quite  prepared  to  construct  septic  tanks  in  their  desire  to  instal  proper 
sanitation.  Excluding  those  for  new  dwellings,  14  of  these  were  built  during  the  year. 
No  accurate  figures  are  available  for  the  total  number  of  septic  tanks  in  the  area, 
but  I  estimate  that  the  figure  is  in  the  region  of  800.  Of  these  approximately  200 
are  of  post  war  construction. 
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The  cost  of  emptying  private  septic  tanks  is  the  responsibility  of  the  property 
owners  and  it  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  these  owners  are  penalised  for  their 
initiative  in  providing  modern  sanitation  for  their  properties.  Where  public  sewers 
are  available,  the  disposal  of  sewage  is  a  charge  on  the  rates;  where  earth  closets 
are  the  only  form  of  sanitation,  they  are  emptied  by  the  Council,  again  a  charge  on 
the  rates.  If  a  private  septic  tank  needs  emptying  however,  the  Council  does  not 
accept  any  responsibility.  The  Council  can  offer  a  service  of  sorts  by  way  of  a 
pump  which  deposits  the  sludge  on  adjoining  ground,  and  this  service  is  charged  to 
the  owner.  In  many  cases  the  arrangement  is  not  practicable,  as  few  people  can  put 
up  with  the  nuisance  of  an  offensive  sludge  heap  within  yards  of  the  back  door. 

Where  objection  is  raised  on  these  grounds,  efforts  have  to  be  made  to  secure  the 
services  of  the  Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  Cleansing  Department b  cesspool  emptying 
vehicles.  These  vehicles  have  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  take  the  sludge  away 
in  the  tank  mounted  on  the  vehicle,  for  subsequent  disposal  into  a  convenient  sewer* 
The  service  is  necessarily  expensive  owing  to  the  distances  involved  and  furthermore, 
delays  of  up  to  a  month  are  often  experienced  before  the  work  is  actually  carried  out. 

Whilst  it  would  obviously  be  an  uneconomic  proposition  the  day  must  come  when 
a  proper  vehicle  for  septic  tank  emptying  will  have  to  be  purchased  by  the  Council, 
as  in  many  other  similar  areas. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES. 

As  1  mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  the  report,  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  vastly  improved  the  position  in  regard  to  routine  inspections 
in  the  area.  In  the  matter  of  inspections  of  food  premises  this  was.  very  apparent. 

To  quote  an  example  138  visits  we  re  made  to  catering  establishments  alone  compared 
with  33  in  the  previous  year.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  recommend  the 
Council  to  institute  legal  proceedings,  but  there  were  several  instances  in  which 
strong  warnings  were  issued. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  186  dwellings  in  Flookburgh,  Lindale  and  Aldingham  areas 
were  registered  for  the  purpose  of  shrimp  picking  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1957*  As  far  as  I  am  aware,  this  is  the  greatest 
number  in  any  local  authority  in  the  country.  Despite  the  theoretical  excellence  of 
the  registration  scheme  however,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  position  whereby  a  food 
business  is  carried  on  in  so  many  domestic  premises  is  quite  wrong.  It  is  impossible 
to  supervise  picking  conditions  in  a.  proper  manner,  mainly  owing  to  the  number  of 
these  premises  and  the  irregular  hours  at  which  the  picking  is  carried  out.  Much  of 
this  work  is  done  during  the  evening  when  household  chores  are  finished  and  although 
the  majority  of  pickers  are  thought  to  be  very  conscientious,  this  does  not  apply  in 
every  case.  It  is  common  knowledge  however ,  that  the  Ministries  concerned  are  not 
wholly  satisfied  with  the  position,  and  a  group  of  fishermen  at  Flookburgh,  having 
seen  the  "red  light"  have  taken  the  initiative  by  putting  forward  concrete  proposals 
for  setting  up  centred,  picking  premises.  This  may  be  in  operation  before  the  end  of 
I960  and  will  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

More  frequent  inspections  of  food  preparing  premises  -  e.g.  Butchers  shops  and 
bakehouses  -  have  brought  about  an  improvement  in  the  standard  of  both  construction 
and  practices,  but  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for  greater  improvement  in  this  field. 

The  matter  is  receiving  more  attention  in  i960. 

Approximately  98  per  cent  of  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  area  is  pre-packed  by 
the  large  manufacturers,  and  there  is  only  one  manufacturer  in  this  district  who  sells 
"loose"  ice  cream.  Whatever  sentiments  one  may  have  in  this  connection,  I  think 
that  from  a  public  health  point  of  view  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  which  have 
spelled  the  end  of  the  majority  of  the  small  manufacturers*  businesses  have  at  least 
ensured  that  almost  all  the  Ice  Cream  consumed  today  has  been  subjected  to  proper 
supervision  in  manufacture. 
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CARAVAN  SITES. 


No  new  licences  were  issued  dinring  the  year  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  193&*  The  existing  19  licenced  sites  were  used  to  capacity  during  the 
peak  months  of  July  and  August,  and  no  doubt  due  to  the  excellent  summer  many  more 
temporary  sites  were  used  for  periods  less  than  42  consecutive  days,  thereby  beyond 
the  scope  of  the  licensing  regulations.  The  number  of  these  temporarily  sited  caravans 
could  not  be  ascertained  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  but  I  estimate  that  the  number 
was  in  excess  of  100. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  more  and  more  people  are  purchasing  caravans  with  a 
view  to  stationing  them  on  permanent  sites  or  using  them  for  towing  purposes,  and 
unless  chaos  is  to  ensue  during  the  summer  months  proper  provision  will  have  to  be 
made  for  accommodating  these  vehicles. 

At  no  time  were  any  serious  nuisances  observed  on  the  licenced  caravan  sites, 
but  at  some  the  water  supply  had  to  be  severely  restricted  for  a  period  near  the  end 
of  the  drought* 

Although  the  caravan  problem  presents  some  difficulties,  a  greater  menace  from 
the  public  health  aspect  is  evident  from  time  to  time  from  tented  structures.  I 
estimate  that  when  weather  is  favourable,  somewhere  in  the  region  of  a  thousand 
campers  arrive  in  the  district  at  Easter,  Whitsun  and  the  popular  July  and  August 
weeks.  For  the  most  part,  the  period  of  stay  is  very  short  and  the  most  favoured 
areas  are  around  Hawkshead,  Coniston,  Tower  Wood,  Torver  and  the  Ulverston-Barrow 
Coast  Road  areas.  Under  existing  legislation,  action  can  be  taken  to  secure  the 
removal  of  short  term  encampments  only  if  a  nuisance  arises,  but  the  law  is  so 
cumbersome  that  by  the  time  such  action  can  be  effective,  the  sites  are  vacated. 

A  nuisance  can  arise  mainly  from  the  lack  of  proper  sanitation  and  bearing  in  mind 
the  size  of  the  problem  which  presents  itself  over  such  a  wide  area,  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  suggest  effective  means  of  control.  On  occasions,  anticipating  a  nuisance  I  have 
attempted  to  arrive  at  an  informal  agreement  with  the  occupiers  of  land  to  limit 
camping  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  sanitary  facilities  available,  but  this 
has  not  often  been  successful.  The  main  reason  for  this  arises  from  the  fact  that 
campers  arrive  in  the  district  unheralded  and  have  to  be  accommodated  somewhere, 

If  farmers  refuse  any  facilities,  they  resort  to  using  common  land  or  any  other  ground 
which  is  not  obviously  under  supervision  by  a  responsible  person. 

At  the  time  of  making  this  report  improved  legislation  for  controlling  caravans 
and  camping  is  in  the  offing  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  of  the  difficulties  now 
experienced  will  be  resolved, 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Four  private  slaughterhouses  wore  in  operation  during  the  year  and  the  details 
of  the  carcases  inspected  are  given  below.  The  figures  correspond  to  10C^  inspection 
of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  for  human  consumption.  For  the  purpose  of 
these  inspections  492  visits  were  made  to  the  establishments  and  it  will  be  noted 
that  such  visits  formed  approximately  one  eighth  of  the  total  number  of  inspections 
made  for  all  purposes  in  the  year. 

In  accordance  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958  &  report  was  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  on  the  existing  and  probable  future 
requirements  of  the  district  with  regard  to  slaughtering  arrangements  ,  and  the 
facilities  which  are  or  are  likely  to  become  available  to  meet  those  requirements. 

At  the  time  of  making  this  report,  notification  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry 
to  the  effect  that  the  Report  has  been  accepted  and  that  the  1st  January,  1$6l ,  which 
date  has  been  suggested  by  the  Council  in  the  Report  as  being  suitable  for  the  coming 
into  force  of  much  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Regulations,  had  also  been  approved.  It 
would  appear  that  all  four  of  the  existing  private  slaughterhouses  would  be  brought 
up  to  a  standard  sufficient  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  referred  to. 
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1 

« 

1 

1 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs, 

Number  killed 

510 

114  ’  5 

2,468 

373 

Number  inspected 

510 

114 

5 

2,468 

373 

! 

_ _  . 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

"" 

! 

i 

! 

1  i  2 

6 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. . . 

50 

00 

O 

•• 

387 

9 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis.  •  • . .  • 

9.8# 

71.1# 

40$ 

15.5# 

3.21# 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. . . . 

j 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned . . . . 

1 

_ 

2 

3 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis . . 

- 

.87# 

- 

!  § 

i  1ft 

1 _ 

.80$ 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. . . . . 

5 

i 

i 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
ref rigerat ion . 

5 

(Generalised  and  totally  condemned.  •  • 

;  :n’-  '• 

‘ 

— 

1 

• 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  the  Council  approved  a  scheme  to  afford  a  rodent  control  scheme 
to  occupiers  of  agricultural  holdings  on  an  annual  contract  basis.  The  necessity  to 
do  this  arose  from  the  termination  of  a  similar  service  offered  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  Publicity  for  the  new  service  was  given  but  the  response  has  been  much 
less  than  had  been  expected,  no  doubt  due  to  the  interval  which  elapsed  between  the 
cessation  of  the  Ministry  service  and  the  commencement  of  the  Council’s  scheme. 

During  this  time  it  transpired  that  a  former  Ministry  employed  rodent  operator  had, 
as  soon  as  his  employment  ceased,  set  up  in  business  privately,  taking  over  most  of 
the  contracts  formerly  carried  out  by  the  Ministry,  By  the  end  of  the  year  only  8 
contracts  had  been  secured  by  the  Council,  but  efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  this 
figure. 

The  provision  of  a  motor  van  for  use  by  the  Rodent  Operator  who  formerly  used 
his  own  motor  cycle  proved  to  be  a  great  benefit.  Not  only  can  more  materials  be 
carried  in  the  van,  but  inclement  weather  no  longer  prevents  the  Operator  from  carrying 
out  his  work. 

The  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year, 
including  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  and  sewers. 


-16- 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 


I 


j  Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


Dwelling 

houses. 

All 

other. 

Number  of  properties  in  district 

‘"4,839""; 

7,482”  p 

”  641 

Number  of  properties  inspected 

Total  inspections  carried  out  (including 

897 

53 

I 

» 

76 

re-inspections) 

Number  of  properties  inspected  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

1,623 

77  ! 

! 

99 

Rats  -  major 

95 

13 

8 

minor 

254 

17 

13 

Mice  -  major 

65 

2 

minor 

56 

- 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated 
Total  treatments  carried  out  (including 

470 

30 

23 

re-treatments) 

Number  of  "Block"  control  schemes  carried 

523 

46 

23 

out 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


H.C.CLAYDON. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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